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sor five years now I have lived in sight cbf ami‘ “tended this

church, so I personally knew mogt of its hietory.
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vhapter 6 Religion

UNION CHURCH---CLOVER LICK
The first church eervices sver held in Blover Lick

were held at the home of Mrs. Jacob Warwick by the Rev. Aretes
Loomis of Beverly, a Presbyterian Uissuit KHider, who came to
the county once & month, for a time, and held services. There &re
nd records to show that there were any services from kha time
of her death until in 1866 when the Protestant Episcopal
preachers began coming to the home of irs. John Ligon, a great-
grsndaughter of Jacob Warwick. the first church to be built
was Smmanuel Protestant Episcopal church consecrated in 1882.
This church was built through the efforts of Dr. Yohn &igon
eand his family. It was later moved to its present location end
celled urace Church. The children of Dr. Ligon are sbout the
only members of this church. Their complete refusal to have eny
thing to do with other denominations has kept others from
joining wkéh this church. When it was rebuilt, every one helped
to raise the money, thinking it was to be used by everyone, but

when it was completed the other denomiriations found themselvese

left out.
Therefore, they held their services in the school house

for e number of years. The first Union Sunﬂ&y:gd@gﬂl;&nlﬁ.tn
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for the building of a church to be uged Ly all of the

denominations living in the town.
¥. S. Wise of the Wise Lumber Company gave $100. in money

and ¢100. worth of lumber. Others began to collect money and to
have church suppers. Soon enough wae subscribed and paid to

begin work on the church. ‘'he biggest obstacle was to obtain &

suitable location. Finally, J. W. Barnes and Cora Barnes, his
wife, gave to Maud Yrimes and Irene bBussard a atriP of lend
adjoining them, so that they in turn could give to the trustees
of the church, a lot upon which to build, so on March 22, 1916
Msud M. Grimes and £lla Irene buzzard, her mother, deeded a lot
codtaining one half acre to John A. beverage, John w. Sharp,
V. H. Barnes, H. E. Hixon and W. H. Young, trustees. Seid church
to be used by the following denominations; kéthodist Episcopal,
M. B. South, Presbyterians, and German Baptist Brethern, or
eny other denominations that the said trustees see proper to
permit. | This lot was more suitably located than the land
owned by the Bsrnes, that is the reason exchanges were meds)
The church wae completed and dedicated in 1916 under the
pastoirate of K+ H*Remsey. At this time there were asround 50
members of verious denominatiﬂnﬂw_I% wae & nission point of

Alexender “emorisl fresbyterian church at Stony bottom from




companies left the town, so magy of the members moved avey
that at the present there are only six members, though there
are several new converts that would Join the church if there
was a preacher to receive them into the church. At the present
there 1s no pastor of any denomination serving this church,
except that the Revs. A. R. and Mrs. Smith, Nazarenes from
¥rank held a revival here in August 1940 and since that time
they have conducted prayer meetings on each Wedneddsy night,
though as yet they have not made any effort to get the new

converts to Jjoin the Naszareme church.
County people who have heen active workers in this
church are John Cunningham for meny years class leader and
Hery Sharp, John A. Beversge,

supt., %. A. Barnes, Cora barnes,
John

Walter Byrd, Mrs. W. H. Young, Ilrs.
Sarah Hively, John W. Sharp Bupt.

varl Shields has been recently

Mary E. Beverage,
Cunningham, Walter Hively,

end class leader for 14 years.
appointed Supt. to succeed lir. Sharp. The teachers are idaud

Savilla Shields teacher of the young people for ebout
Catherine Shields and Klizabeth

Vollins,
15 years, John W. Sharp,
Kessler.

1he present trustees s&g-ﬁaﬁnhﬁsz1jﬁ'wf“

e ’ ||4

Savilla Shields and %alter Byr
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This 1s one or the best furnished of any of the

little cowutry churches in the county. the walls are plastered
the Seats well made and comfortable, there ie &n orgen and
other necescary church furniture. ds yet we do not have

electric lights, but we do have &1a§d1n lights.
S0 many people in this town do not take any interest

in church work, therefore the church has not been as influentisl
as it should be. vrhere was an averege of 33 in the Sunday school
I0r 1940, yet there &re enough people here to have an average of
75 if people wpuld go to church as they should. Many say they

do not go beccuse they do not like the leeders of the church,

but I think this is only an excuse.

Source-- ir. end srs. John Sherp
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Chapter 6 section 1-b

First Sunday School
Mrs. Jacob Warwick,who was a Miss Vance from liorth Carolins
:fter her marriage lived at Clover Lick, gathered the first
Sabbeth School ever taught in Pocahontas county. In the summer
her servant would 1ift her on her horse, and she would then ri-
de about four miles to a school house near where the Josish
Friel cabin stood, now in the possession of Jacob Sherp. The

exercises would begin at about nine o'clock. There was no

no singing; but she wouldrthe Bible, talk a great desl,

[44]

r,

prey

end give good advice. The schollars would reed their Bibles
with her. The exercises would close at two in the afternoons.

|
Aftere this continuous session of five hours Mrs. YWarwick

would be so exhausted as to require sssistance to arise &nd

mount her horse.

It wes her custom to go to Williem Sharps' dine, end

reet a while, and then go home later in the day.

'he school was mostly made up of Josisah Browns' family,
Jonhn sharps', %Willism Sharps' and Jeremish Friels'. The Rev.-
Jemee E. lloore once belonged to her Sabbath School, and received
from her hie earliest religious instructions. By common consent

it ie agreed that Mr, loore did more for his church than any

two ministers who have ever preached in this region.

Mrg, warwick was eminently pious, and wes & member of
the Windy vove Presbyterian Church. She never felt herself more

highly honored than when ministers would visit her home and




Pre&ich. The visiting ministers woulg receive a nice horee, or
gomething else valuable, ag g token of appreciation. ‘he Rev.
Aretas LoOmis came from Beverly, for a time, every four veekse
and preached at the Warwick reseidence. She was highly emotion-
al, and during services often appeared very happy. Not long
before her death during one of Revy, Loomis' wvisits, she received
the communion. Upon receiving the elemente, her emotions became
s0 great that she had to be carried to her bed, end for four
weeks she was helpless from nervous prostration. She wes never

again-out of her bed, and she died in 1823 at Clover Lick.

There were no services of any kind in connection with her burisl.

In the year of I839 the first Sunday School in the counpy

to be held throughout the year wses conducted st Huntersville

by Rev. J. M, Harris, who left his church in New Orleans snd

care to the mountains for his health.

The first public notice of preaching service st
Huntersville occurs in the diary of Rev. S. B. Witt, a Beptist
minister, He spent a year or two in pionmer preaching in Poca-
hontas , Bath, and Greenbrier about I823 and 1824,

vuring his first visit to Huntersville a dencing scho=

ol was in progress. The dancing master very politely took his

pupils to hear the sermon, but as soon as the preaching was

over, went back to finish the dancing lesson. Here is an

extract from Dr, %itt's diary:
Mt September 18,1824--- Preached today at Huntersville

to 8 considersble congregation. At this place there is a danciné

school just commencing, end a&s soon as the meeting was over




e e S
| — — ) ! -r‘*-' 'h_ll

the Sfeater Part of the congregntion Teturned to the bell

romm and commenced dancing, Op that I may be the honored inst-
runent in the hauds of the Almighty of hringing them to the |
ynowledge of the truth Meny years after, William T, Price,

while & student at the Seminary, made +he acqueintence of

ur. Witt. He had not forgotten about the dence, snd mentioned
the foasges and Callisons as persong he vell remembered.

For many yeara religious Servicselwersthnr i ine conre

house. Then when the ecademy was built in 1842 it was used as &

/

‘j plece of worship by Methodist, Lpiscopalians, end Presb;terisus.
F!he Presbyterien church cfterverge Lecame “he plece where nll

d depomiuations generslly vorenipped. This building wae erccted

! cbout tie jes- 1500, It ves used for bacracks during trhe Civil

Y Vier enl was nmuck desfeced,

Tn the curl)y summer of 1865 the Rev, M. D. Dunlep ani
i,T.Price were eugaged in the first seercrentel meeting held
efter the war., £ detachment of federel trcops £-om Buchemon

rode srcund ths charclh, loeked in at

aritical eyes,

pessed through the tova,
+he troken vindewe, exemined the horces with
and religious services were going on all the while without

even pausing. Sermon and sacramental services over, Rev. Dunl-

ap, who had rode in from the country that morning and hitched

E that it had been taken away as & "bre
| 4Averill's retreat through the Litt

good condition. The venera
_ﬁﬂﬂﬁjﬂﬁfﬂﬁliabﬂra-enia;!f
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~onn aiter his merriage to Nancy Edgar in 1825, the
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Sswpeon ¥athows gathered o vunday School in their home. The

._"a'whjlé"-l'S ware IS&HC. Ruth and J&mes L'-(:Collern, Clhibol‘ne hnd

Jane and Elizabeth McNeill, and Joshua Buckley, slso Johethen

Melleills Mr., Hathews would reand = chapter snd offer preyer.
Urs. Mathews did most of the teaching. The exercises would
open &t ten o'clock, and have a recess et noon. In the yerd
wes an crbor formed by e luxurient hop vine. Under its

eshade the children would sit and enjoy their luncheon brough
from their homes. After recess the school would meet &nd
continue two or thresz hours. The summers of 18:5 uni}BST vere
occapiszd in this useful manner, In his religious centéments

Kr, Methews was & Presbyterian from conviction, end for

yvears he was the sole representative of the New ochool branck,

Henry Arbogast was & person of high nstursl endow-

ments,end was highly respected for many good quslities.

Ee was & local prescher in the pale of the llethodist ZEpis-

copal church, and "cried ajloud and =pared not" vhen denoun-
:cing the aehionable foiblea of his times. He once preesch-
ed & sermon from the text: "pray without ceesing", The sermon
wae lergely taken up in & description of the Megic Carpet we
read about in tae Arabian Nights Enterteinments. He used it
as ean illustration showing thet the prayerful soul hse in
prayer something far more to the purpose than the magic car-
pet ever wse or could be. He was an enthusiast in his relig-
ious views. To him llethodistism was the chief of &ll the

preveiling "isms"- the one "ism" that wee altogether lovely,

end he made no secret of it. During the Civil War, he was a




